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The result of these different works was, that, on the gth
of April, the engineer had at his disposal a quantity of
prepared lime and some thousands of bricks.
Without losing an instant, therefore, they began the
construction of a kiln to bake the pottery, which was indis-
pensable for their domestic use. They succeeded without
much difficulty. Five days after, the kiln was supplied with
coal, which the engineer had discovered lying open to the
sky towards the mouth of the Red Creek, and the first
smoke escaped from a chimney twenty feet high. The glade
was transformed into a manufactory, and Pencroft was not
far wrong in believing that from this kiln would issue all
the products of modern industry.
In the meantime what the settlers first manufactured was
a common pottery in which to cook their food. The chief
material was clay, to which Harding added a little lime and
quartz. This paste made regular " pipe-clay," with which
they manufactured bowls, cups moulded on stones of a
proper size, great jars and pots to hold water, &c. The
shape of these objects was clumsy and defective, but after
they had been baked in a high temperature, the kitchen of
the Chimneys was provided with a number of utensils, as
precious to the settlers as the most beautifully enamelled
china. We must mention here that Pencroft, desirous to
know if the clay thus prepared was worthy of its name of
pipe-clay, made some large pipes, which he thought charm-